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Synopsis

In this firsthand account of the private world of a harem in colonial Cairo, Shaarawi recalls her
childhood and early adult life in the seclusion of an upper-class Egyptian household, including her
marriage at age thirteen. Her subsequent separation from her husband gave her time for an
extended formal education, as well as an unexpected taste of independence. Shaarawi’s feminist
activism grew, along with her involvement in Egypt’s nationalist struggle, culminating in 1923 when

she publicly removed her veil in a Cairo railroad station, a daring act of defiance.
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Customer Reviews

Huda Shaarawi lead a pretty amazing life. She started out life in the harem of her father, and ended
it being a feminist and a nationalist hero. This isn’t a particularly well written book, but when you
lead a life that was intertwined with so many world events, your memoir doesn’t have to be well
written to be engaging.l could recount the narrative here for you, how she got an education in the
harem from other women, how the harem wasn’t only a place of repression but was also a place of
empowerment, how she was interested in European culture from an early age but really you should

just read it for yourself.

Haven'’t read the book as yet, but the condition of the book is great. | am Glad | bought it.
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